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Pastor’s Report 2020  
 

The desert and the parched land will be glad;  

the wilderness will rejoice and blossom. 

Like the flower, 2 it will burst into bloom;  

it will rejoice greatly and shout for joy. (Isaiah 35:1-2 (NIV) 

Wow! What a year 2020 has been. 

We started off the year with the dramatic deliverance of Lucy at the moment of her baptism in 

January, then we baptised her husband Nick in February and then we closed the doors of the 

church with the pandemic in March! 

And the rest of the year has been a series of Livestream services and Zoom gatherings (prayer 

meetings and bible studies). Life certainly took a left-turn for us all as we entered the strange 

world created by the pandemic of the coronavirus. 

For the first time in the history of the world, much of the church around the world literally closed 

its doors and suspended worship services. People were effectively banned from gathering 

together to worship, and so started the year which has been like no other. 

LiveStreaming Services 

With the challenge of how to ‘do’ church online, we looked at broadcasting the services using a 

camera, some lights, a computer and YouTube as our ‘streaming’ platform. We built a studio in 

the rear hall, complete with green screen. We were literally learning on the job and some funny 

moments ensued – talking when we didn’t realise our microphones were switched on, reacting 

off-camera to issues that were then caught on-camera, cameras freezing just when we were 

making an important point in a sermon! 

We eventually got the hang of things and with the help of Elijah and Samantha, our 

LiveStreamed services began to take shape. We started being contacted by folks who, while 

unable to attend our church in person, were able to watch and participate in the services for the 

first time. What a wonderful blessing to hear their comments. From preaching to around 45 

people, we regularly reach around 110 views (and some messages have gone further). 

And so the year progressed – ministering and preaching to a camera! This took some time to get 

the hang of … the camera doesn’t laugh at your jokes, or nod in agreement or smile in 

confirmation – it just stares blankly at you and gives nothing away (and it doesn’t tithe). To be 

honest, at times it felt like I’d become a tele-evangelist and I was almost ready to start selling 

products (holy water, blessed handkerchiefs, steak knives). You really needed a sense of humour 

to manage it all – to minister to an empty hall! 

Thank you to all who contributed to the LiveStream services throughout the year - helping out 

with the communion messages, prayer times and announcements and also those who preached 

including Glenys, Mang, Luke and Samantha. Visiting speakers this year included Mark Erbsleben 

from UChooz, Lawrence Hirsch from Celebrate Messiah and scientist Ron Chatelier who spoke to 

us about ‘Science and God’. 
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Note: It was a pleasure to sit under the preaching of Luke Forman in October, with his inaugural 

sermon discussing the topic of Eternity. What a privilege for us all to enjoy Luke’s message and a 

greater privilege for us all, to offer encouragement to him, for his service to the body at 

Carnegie. Well done Luke! 

Huge thanks to Elijah and Samantha for their assistance with the LiveStream – Sam always filled 

‘holes’ when called upon and faithfully monitored the LiveStream for problems while replying and 

chatting to folks on the LiveChat (she was literally running back and forth between the computer 

and the camera), while Elijah faithfully handled the switching software each week, coaching new-

comers, enduring his father’s frustrations and he did it all without a break (or complaining). 

You’re a champ Lij and we love you heaps. 

Our studio was even hired out to another church for a few months – so what a blessing to be 

able to assist others with what we’d been blessed with.  

Pastoral 

It’s been incredibly challenging this year to provide pastoral care to the family of believers at 

Carnegie, along with the Open Hands regulars. Initially, when lockdown started in March we tried 

regularly phoning everyone with duties split between Mang, Glenys and myself. Attempts were 

made to provide connection points through the LiveStream and LiveChat along with the Zoom 

gatherings (prayer, bible study and Sunday afternoon chinwags) – so hopefully, you felt some 

sense of connection by accessing these offerings. 

Additionally, a number of folks have experienced illness this year and so hospital visitation has 

been problematic if not impossible. Hopefully we can remedy things in 2021 with life returning to 

some sort of normal. 

Preaching 

This year we studied a variety of topics including The Mind of the Holy Spirit, The Gifts of the 

Holy Spirit, an apologetic treatment of the Resurrection of Jesus, The Secret Place, Angels on 

Assignment, a study on the Passover Lamb, and from June we have been in the book of Mark, 

studying it chapter by chapter. I have been enjoying teaching from this wonderful gospel written 

by Mark from Peter’s perspective. 

Two notable breaks in the survey of Mark were messages exploring some of the significant and 

troubling issues related to the coronavirus pandemic – God and Government and The Power of a 

Pandemic. With open talk now of The Great Reset (the mechanism of which has been provided 

by the COVID crisis), we as Christians must stay informed, awake and alert to what both God 

and the enemy are doing in our world. We must be able to ‘judge the seasons’ which means 

aligning the words of prophecy with real world events and applying critical thinking and analysis 

to what we see. No doubt there will be more interruptions to our studies as we seek to 

understand and explore current world issues as they arise – we are living in interesting times, to 

say the least. 

Prayer 

I’m grateful for the folks who faithfully pray in the 6am prayer times (Tues) and the mid-week 
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7.30pm prayer time (Wed) – the Wednesday gathering is a mixture of Zoom and people at 

church. They are sometimes peaceful times and other times loud and fiery! 

I’m convinced that every good thing that happens is due to prayer – and we love the good, 

exciting times but we find the labour of prayer a challenge if we’re honest. Prayer is truly the 

engine room of the mission of the church. Ask Jesus to grow your love and passion for prayer – 

and maybe we’ll see more joining in, thru 2021. 

Thursday Night Bible Studies 

Our Thursday night bible studies have been conducted on the Zoom platform this year which has 

meant new people from all over have been able to join in – including those not actually attending 

Carnegie church! Thank you to those who contributed to leading the studies this year especially 

our much loved, brilliant brother Esko who has graciously given his time and effort to teaching us 

from the book of 1 Samuel this year. I’ve learnt a lot from Esko – I’m sure others would echo 

that comment. Well done everyone and thanks Esko! 

Open Hands 

Open Hands operated as normal until government restrictions forced its closure earlier this year. 

After communications with the DHHS, we had Open Hands deemed an ‘essential service’ and so 

we opened for the community, providing a point of contact each week along with regular food 

packages. Happily, morning teas re-commenced on 25-Nov and although a number of the 

normally regular participants, for the moment, are staying away, we are being visited by a steady 

group of around 15-20 people each week which is encouraging. 

OH has also been accessed throughout the year by a new set of folks representative of the 

lockdown damage – from those who have lost their businesses, to those unemployed trying feed 

their families to an international student with a drained bank account and no access to work or 

government services. 

Pastors and Politics 

Mid-way through the 2nd Victorian lockdown of 2020, a cohort of concerned local pastors arrived 

at the conclusion that the reaction of the Victorian state government to effectively ‘shut down’ 

the state of Victoria and the city of Melbourne, was disproportionate to the risk that the virus 

itself presented. This conclusion was in part, informed by scientific and health expert voices, 

mostly shunned by those managing the narrative. Back in March, a lockdown seemed reasonable 

given we knew little about the virus, but we were now months further along and we, as pastors, 

had growing concerns and questions. 

It was now June and much about the virus was better understood, including symptoms, the 

means of transmission, treatments that worked and who really were the most vulnerable to the 

disease. We felt that the messaging of the government was driving hopelessness, fear and panic, 

and their actions and decisions were arbitrary, confusing and frankly, damaging. 

As pastors, we decided to approach our state and federal government representatives and offer 

our concerns and convictions as Christian church leaders – that the lockdown itself was doing 

irreparable damage to the community – damaging our economy, destroying businesses, creating 
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and exacerbating mental illness, creating a surge in self-harm and suicide attempts, destroying 

savings and increasing personal debt, deferring cancer diagnosis, cancelling necessary elective 

surgeries, halting childhood vaccinations, increasing domestic violence, forcing aged people into 

isolation, loneliness and death apart from loved ones – the list goes on and on. 

Our contention was thus - the coronavirus was a serious infection, but like any disease, we 

needed to learn to live with it in our community – quarantine the ill, protect the vulnerable but 

allow the healthy to live their lives. Life could simply not ‘stop’ every time the disease reared its 

head. 

The pastors ended up meeting with federal members - Katie Allen MP and Clare O’Neill MP along 

with Victorian state members - Michael O’Brien MP, Steve Dimopolous MP, Birney Finn MP and 

Neil Angus MP. We were thankful for the reception we were given as we respectfully made our 

case – that a new roadmap be considered, beyond locking down the community. We also pushed 

the case that churches were essential to a healthy and cohesive society, and so should be 

classed as such, that is, ‘essential services’ and be permitted to open.  

You might wonder, ‘did anything come of our protest?’ We’re not sure to be honest. Several of 

the MPs mentioned how impressed they were to actually be hearing from Christian leaders. All I 

can offer you, is that a group of pastors came together and presented a single, unified voice 

advocating on behalf of our communities and in turn, also offering support to our leaders. 

Note: 

We as Christian leaders, realised that our sentiments were not shared by all in our communities –

as men of conviction, we each felt we needed to take a position and make our voices heard. 

Interestingly, the WHO and a growing chorus of eminent world experts now agree that 

lockdowns should not be imposed on populations as they produce harms particularly by driving 

populations into poverty – and yet around the world we continue to see leaders resorting to 

lockdowns as the primary means of infection control. 

Renovations 

We’re delighted that the church kitchen renovations have been mostly completed with 2 new 

servery windows (external and internal), a new dish washer and a compliment of new cupboards. 

It has been in use now for over a month, most recently servicing Open Hands and Sunday 

services.  

Much of the electrics has been removed and replaced with new wiring (the old wires were 

literally bare in some sections of the building). Plumbing works have also been undertaken with 

new plumbing installed to remove rain water from the rear hall (after it was found that the 

downpipes were venting water into a hole in the ground – this has caused flooding around the 

east side of the rear hall and thus, the brickwork of the rear hall has subsided as a result - this 

will need to be fixed sometime in the future). 

We now move onto the chapel and begin the much-needed repairs to the sub-structure of the 

floor (nearly every stump under the floor is needing replacing after 60-100 years of rot and 

termite damage). Then we will move on to rebuild the foyer, and finally landscape the outside of 

the grounds. 



AGM Report 2020 Page 7 

Eldership 

We say farewell to Mang as elder at the end of this year with his decision to step down. Mang 

has been a faithful servant leader to our community and I am grateful for his support, wisdom 

and enthusiasm over the last 2 years as elder – I’ve appreciated the coffees and encouragement 

he provided, when he knew things were challenging for me. Mang remains a faithful member of 

Carnegie, so please make sure that you thank him for his contribution and service to us all while 

operating as elder. 

We wait on the Lord to raise up elders within our community and I am sure given time, He will 

appoint new people into these leadership roles, so join with me as we pray for God’s leading. In 

lieu of eldership, the board will provide oversight for the ministry here at Carnegie. 

With Thanks  

Thanks go to the ever faithful Barbara and Soonnam for their support and help in the financial 

areas of church life, Luke for his work with our overseas missions partners, Samantha for her 

oversight of Playgroup, and Esko for handling the bible studies. And big thanks also to Glenys for 

her faithful service in Open Hands and as Board Secretary. We commend and love you all! 

Volunteers  

I would also like to thank our beloved volunteers who selflessly contribute their time and talents 

to the life of our church – our Sunday services, Open Hands, Playgroup, mowing lawns, cleaning 

up, working B’s. Thank you all for your help. 

Samantha 

I would also like to recognise and thank my beautiful, faithful and big-hearted wife, Samantha. 

She often walks alone in her role and I’m not sure how many realise the challenge of being a 

pastor’s wife – feeling the pressures of ministry, riding the ups and downs, absorbing complaints, 

coping with the challenges, trying to provide pastoral care to others while managing a family and 

home. She remains a wonderful encouragement to me. Please, keep her in your prayers and 

remember to check in with her on occasion, and offer your encouragement. 

Looking Ahead 

While many are wondering where things will head for 2021 in this new COVID-normal life (which 

is anything but normal), we must remind ourselves that God is ever present and ever in control. 

He alone must consume our attention, our hearts and minds, and our devotion. Many are 

troubled by the current course of events around the world and more than ever, the world needs 

vibrant, activated and faith-filled new testament believers and churches! 

“For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God  

that brings salvation to everyone who believes.” (Romans 1:16) 

People need to hear the gospel – the raw, unapologetic, uncompromising truth: 

“Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name  

under heaven given to mankind by which we must be saved." (Acts 4:12) 
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God continues to prove Himself faithful, steadfast, kind, loving and merciful – He is a good God, 

He’s always been good and He’ll always be good. My prayer remains that we would all become 

the people and the church that He wants us to be – nothing more, and nothing less.  

Let’s serve Him well, love Him well and honour His son Jesus all of our days.  

In your service. 

Peter 
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Elders Report 2020 
 

Church, I greet you in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.  He is to be praised, honoured and 

obeyed. 

2020 is indeed a year like no other in my living memory. But through it all, we have been able to 

overcome all challenges before us individually and as a church by the grace of God. The COVID-

19 lockdown has prevented us from gathering as a church community through most of this year 

and I pray that your relationship with the Saviour remains strong and deep. 

Nevertheless, we as a church has been able to continue our work in serving Christ, the church 

and our community.  We had opportunities to set people free from demon possessions, pray for 

the sick, witness to non-believers with the Gospel and reach new people through the various 

activities like Open Hands and Playgroup. Our online services has enabled us to reach new 

audiences and send the word of God into many homes for the first time. How good is that! 

We have also seen new conversions through the witnessing and outreach sharing by our Pastor 

and other volunteers in our various outreach programmes.  Our food pantry has opened itself to 

many more people, some for the very first time. We have also remain faithful and committed in 

our support for the Missions ministries we are involved in, namely Asian Outreach Cambodia, My 

Place and Eagles Corner. 

By faith and God’s providence, we have been able to repair and renovate more of our church 

building this year. Our kitchen is finished and work is well advanced to turn our chapel around. 

Our congregation continues to remain together in these challenging times and has expanded 

with some new people.  Our prayer meetings and bible studies are well attended.  

I leave the Eldership with great joy and hope for the future of the church. Keep your eyes on 

Jesus and on Him only.  You will never go wrong.  The noises around you is what it is, just 

noises.  

May God’s blessings, protection and joy be with you always. 

Mang Cheong 

Church Elder 
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Open Hands Report 2020 
 

We started the year with our morning tea and food parcels format but after only a few weeks 

COVID hit and we were closed down for a short time. 

Then from May onwards we were able to open up for food parcels only. This began an interesting 

time because people still came each week and they were looking for someone to talk to as much 

as anything. The volunteers had plenty of time to chat and from there on we had many of the 

most valuable conversations we’ve ever had with people. Many sincere and deep discussions 

about faith and Jesus took place as people reached out for friendship and hope. Also many 

people asked for prayer. I have had the privilege of doing a bible study and discipleship with Sue 

each Wednesday for the past 6 months. 

It was mostly the regulars who came but we did see some new people who were unexpectedly in 

need of food relief because of losing income. It was great to be able to help in the name of our 

Lord. 

We have recently been able to recommence having the devotion time with folks at the beginning 

of our time together which is great. We are also now allowed to start having the much 

appreciated morning tea again with a maximum of 20 people. 

Our final Wednesday for the year will be Dec 16th which will include some special Christmas 

emphasis. 

Open Hands has been operating for over 12 years now and we have a wonderful team of 

committed volunteers. This year it has been mainly Peter, Mang, Ian Baulch, Sam (when she 

wasn’t working) and myself. A huge thanks to each of you for your time, effort and willingness to 

serve God in this way.  

We have continued sponsorship of our Compassion child, Jhoe from Peru, however not so many 

people have been contributing this year. We have been faithfully giving $48 per month for the 

past three and a half years. 

We are very appreciative of the fact that once again this year we have been successful in getting 

a grant of $3,267 (inc. GST) from the Glen Eira Council which covers our costs.  

Please continue to pray for this ministry. We love to see the Holy Spirit at work in people’s lives 

and desire to see this in ever increasing ways and we know this begins in prayer.  

It is a privilege to be involved in Open Hands and we thank God for all he is doing through this 

ministry. 

Glenys Stevens  

Open Hands Coordinator  
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Missions Report 2020 
 

Proverbs 22:9 ESV 

Whoever has a bountiful eye will be blessed, for he shares his bread with the poor. 

We are a blessed people at Carnegie Church – spiritually, financially, and socially. As members of 

the church of Christ we are commissioned to serve and love our neighbours, both locally and 

abroad.  Thanks to the generosity of members in our congregation we have been able to 

continue our support of the following ministries in 2020; 

Asian Outreach Australia 

Dr Brian Birkett trained each executive at a large Cambodian church earlier this year. Our prayer 

is that those pastors and teachers will feel strengthened and equipped to continue sharing the 

good news across Phnom Penh and beyond. Like many others in ministry, Brian is thankful for 

Zoom (video conferencing technology) which has allowed him to assist in online pastoral training. 

As reported mid-year, the vision to construct a playground at the Hope Centre became a reality in 

February when a team from The Village Church New Zealand arrived and built an amazing 

playground. Before social distancing measures were enforced, they had many children using the 

playground every day. This playground is a part of AOC’s desire to reach-out to the children in 

the community and create opportunities to share the love of Christ with them. We are faithfully 

believing this vision will come to life in Jesus’ name. 

The prayer request from Brian is simply this – that God’s goodness, justice, and mercy be 

revealed through the endeavours of AOA. 

My Place, Myanmar 

Michael Yuen has continued to lead the good work at My Place in 2020, and whilst there have 

been many challenges God’s faithfulness has been equally abundant in testimony, provision, and 

scripture. 

Testimony. A young man (David) who recently graduated from school phoned Michael earlier in 

the year and gave an update on where he was at. When David was a young village boy, he was 

afraid of the dark and the many evil spirits that plagued his community. But having come to 

know Jesus through My Place he is now free from that oppression. So now David is now serving 

in a remote village church. He has a mission on his heart – to let his people know the love and 

power of Jesus, and to set them free from the same wicked spirits that once bound him. Praise 

God! 

Provision. Despite the school year being cancelled, the kids have still been able to get some 

online lessons thanks to the generosity of remote educators, including our own Glenys Stevens! 

Being conscious of the many others in need throughout their community, Michael presented the 

kids with the opportunity to tithe a portion of their food budget. Understanding the sacrifice they 

were about to make, the children still agreed enthusiastically. Not too long after, some local 

friends decided to donate food to My Place which meant the children ended-up having even 

better food than before. This was a wonderful demonstration of God’s Kingdom economy for the 
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children. 

Scripture. All of the kids take turns leading the nightly devotion, and this year they’ve studied 

1st and 2nd Kings and the gospel of John. Michael has observed how through these studies the 

children continuously return to the same radical conclusion that Jesus is Lord of all. John 14:6 – 

Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except 

through me.” (NIV) 

Michael has asked us to join him in prayer for the following; 

• Easing of local travel restrictions so that more programs can be run for the kids  

• Opening of international borders so that Michael can reconnect with the support base in 

Australia and Hong Kong 

• Restoring peace amongst communities  
 

Playgroup, Carnegie 

Thank you to Sam, Margaret, Toula and the other volunteers who contribute to the success of 

playgroup. Whilst gatherings were limited due to lockdown, Sam was still able to pray and lay 

hands on one of the mum’s as she headed back to India. The mother revealed that “playgroup 

and we the volunteers were her family”. This is very encouraging, and we pray that each person 

who comes to our church feels welcomed and loved, just as Jesus loves and welcomes us.  

While in lockdown it was connecting with the mum’s through the broadcast of Playgroup Live. 

Based on feedback received from the parents, the families enjoyed being part of playgroup 

remotely as they spent time together in craft and songs such as ‘If I were a Butterfly’. 

Our prayer for 2021 is that upon reopening the doors to Playgroup the mums and kids will be 

eager to reconnect with the church. We are faithfully believing that this ministry will continue to 

grow a harvest of new believers. 

Luke Forman 

Missions Coordinator 
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Treasurer’s Report 2020 
 

The offerings for this financial year have increased by 53%, totalling $111,177.28. God continues 

to listen to our prayers. 

Glenys & Peter applied for a few grants again and they were all successful as below; 

• Open hands grant: $3,410.00 

• Council grant: $9,414.00 

• Dept of Infrastructure grant: $10,000.00 

• Dept of Industry (Environment) grant: $20,000.00 

• Play group grant: $1,650.00 

• Government cash flow boost: $10,000. 

 

Throughout this financial year, we continue to support our missionary by donating $9,339.00 to 

My place, Asian outreach and others. Praise the Lord.  

This year we have moved to a new accounting system, and I would like to thank Soonnam for all 

the hard work and dedication, making sure everything went into the new system correctly. 

I would also like to thank Peter, his family, and everyone who has been a part of online church 

service throughout this pandemic. The increased offering for this year proves how much 

everyone is enjoying and loving it. 

All praise and glory to God 

Barbara Round 

Treasurer 
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Secretary’s Report 2020 
 

Our Executive Board consists of the Minister, Elder, Treasurer and Secretary and we have met 

monthly throughout the year to discuss and take action on various church matters. This year 

most of our meetings have been via Zoom and this has worked well.  

One of the most significant items we have dealt with this year has been the renovation of the 

church building. Restoration of the front corner of the building took place in August and it seems 

to be a job well done. The kitchen has been refurbished and is as good as new. Rewiring has 

been done in the chapel. Other work is being done in the chapel at present to fix the floor and 

reverse the orientation. We have taken out a loan from Churches of Christ Financial Services for 

$150,000 to pay for this work. This loan will be interest free for the first 3 years. 

We were successful in our application for two grants: $10,000 for new windows and 2 more 

heaters/coolers in the hall; and $20,000 for outside works including gardens. 

In May we received another grant from Glen Eira council of just over $10,000 to purchase tablets 

for use by people without internet access to connect with our online services among other 

things. 

Another significant event was that Peter’s contract came up for renewal in March and was 

extended by a further 3 years by unanimous vote which was fantastic! His normal work as our 

Pastor is for 3.5 days per week and since July we have also been employing him for an extra 1 

day per week to help with the renovations. 

As a board we decided to adopt the CCVT Child Safety Policy and Safe Places Policy. We needed 

to appoint a Safety Person in regard to these policies. Jeremy was approached and he agreed to 

take on this responsibility. We also decided to opt into the National Redress Scheme. 

As a church we had our 127th anniversary in May even though we were unable to celebrate it 

together. We give thanks to God for such a long history of witness to Him in Carnegie. We trust 

that He will lead us in His perfect will for us in the future and that we will be responsive and 

obedient. 

Glenys Stevens 

Secretary 
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Playgroup Report 2020 
 

What an interesting year it has been!! 

Although our season of Playgroup for 2020 was cut short I am so very thankful to our Lord for 

the time we did have with the mum’s and children in 2020. A big thank you to Margaret, Toula, 

Colleen and Mang who joined our team this year – it was so good having a man represented and 

the kids and mums loved having Mang around. I am forever grateful and thankful for our team of 

volunteers, their love and passion for playgroup is inspiring. 

We started playgroup in parallel with the school year, it was a slow start as some of our regular 

mums had left due to their children going off to school or pre-school but God was good and we 

saw new mums arrive with their bubs. 

Through lockdown Margaret, Toula and Sam contacted each mum and asked how they were 

doing. We also put on a ‘Playgroup’ Live twice a week which was filmed at the church, that 

eventually went down to one day a week and then we stopped filming due to Sam’s work 

commitments and stage 4 restrictions. 

We have kept in contact with the mum’s through social media and continue to have phone calls 

and messages with regards to when playgroup will be up and running again from regulars and 

new families. 

After a discussion with DHHS and the renovations that are going on in the church we have 

decided that Playgroup will not start up again until February 2021. 

We remain committed to our one and only purpose that is to connect people with Jesus. 

Blessings, 

 

Samantha Jackel   

Playgroup Coordinator 
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Minutes of 126th ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
 

Date of Meeting: 1st December 2019 

Time of Meeting: 12.35pm 

 

Order of Proceedings 

Opening Prayer: Glenys Stevens 

Appointment of Chairperson and Minute Taker 

• Chairperson – Glenys Stevens. Moved by Peter Jackel , Samantha Jackel seconded; decision car-

ried 

• Minute Taker – Mang Cheong. Moved by Samantha Jackel, Peter Jackel seconded; decision carried 

Apologies 

• Ian Bunnett, Helen Bunnett, Toula, Margaret, Sophie Jackel, Heather, Luke Formann 

Minutes from 125th AGM 

• Correction on Pastors Report point 2.2 – To change from fifty years to fifteen years 

• Motion to take minutes as read. Samantha Jackel moved, James seconded. 

Results of Election of Members to the Executive Board 

• Glenys Stevens elected Secretary unanimously 

Review of the Reports 

Pastors Report 

• Accepted without comments 

Elders Report 

• Accepted without comments 

Open Hands Report 

• Peter Jackel asked how Glenys feels about the changes to Open Hand format 

o Glensys responded that a change was made from lunch to morning tea 

▪ Simpler, more time with people 

▪ Generally people are happy 

▪ Devotion time has increased, workers/volunteers sharing more with people 

▪ Great conversations and very positive vibes 

• Brian Thompson asked if people were staying longer at Open Hands 
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o Glenys responded yes 

o Peter Jackel indicated that he and Mang Cheong had spent considerable times with peo-

ple especially with one particular lady recently sharing the gospel with her 

English as a second Language (ESL) 

• Accepted with comments from Peter Jackel thanking Michael Lossi for his commitments to ESL 

Missions Report 

• Accepted with comments from Peter Jackel thanking Luke Formann for his commitments to Mis-

sions 

Treasurer Report 

• Accepted without comments 

Secretary Report 

• Accepted without comments 

Playgroup Report 

• Accepted with comments from Barbara Round thanking Samantha Jackel for her commitment to 

Playgroup 

Acceptance of Reports 

• Motions was then moved to accept all reports – Barbara Round moved, James seconded 

Business Arising from Previous AGM 

Welcome Packs 

• Peter Jackel indicated it is still a work in progress 

General Business 

Loan of $150,000 from Church of Christ Financial Services (CCFS) 

• Peter Jackel responded to this 

o Loan is to provide funds for ongoing repair work at the church 

o This matter has been in discussion with Church of Christ Victoria and Tasmania (CCVT) by 

the Board members over the last few months 

o Initially asked for a loan of $350,000, CCVT agreed to $150,000.  Loan is via CCFS. 

o CCVT had a Board Meeting recently and was very excited with what Carnegie Church is 

doing.  God has done significant things in Carnegie Church of Christ (CCOC), e.g.  seeing 

our offering increase from $45,000 to $70,000 currently over the year 

o Peter showed pictures on some repair work needed at CCOC.  These include floors and 

walls in the chapel and electrical wirings which cannot be ignored. 
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o Heating Unit outside gets “drowned” during rain periods and a pump is used to pump out 

the water.  

o Asbestos in back area of the church 

o Heating and cooling requirements in the chapel 

o Terms of the loan 

▪ 3 years interest free 

▪ After 3 years, the loan is services with interest.  Potentially the loan’s interest will 

be given to CCOC as a grant and we have ability to have an offset account of up to 

$100,000 against the loan 

 

• Ian Bunnett raised some concerns with the CCFS loan and provided a written letter in his absence.  

Ian letter was read out at the AGM by Glenys Stevens 

o Peter Jackel responded to this. 

▪ Peter acknowledges Ian’s concerns and indicated that Ian’s approach is either this 

or that but Peter sees this as both ministry and repairs operating in parallel. 

▪ Peter recognise and is acutely aware of the safety issues and our responsibility to 

those who attend our church and services 

 

• Samantha Jackel asked if Peter Jackel will be involved in the new repair and build work 

o Peter Jackel responded that he will do as little as possible. Will concentrate on ministries 

and act only in the capacity of overseeing as far as possible 

o Peter Jackel indicated that his friend who is a builder and did our toilets will probably do 

most of the new work 

 

• Jeremy Montana reflected on what Peter and Samantha Jackel said and asked whether having 

known the building issues, did we investigate about selling the church and moving out some-

where else 

o Mang Cheong responded that yes, we have investigated this and has raised this with CCVT 

and challenged them on this. Over the year God worked on his heart and believe that God 

wants the church rebuild, not moved. Mang provided the story of faith and believe on his 

experience with helping a Pastor build a church at Point Cook. 

 

• Soonam asked how many years was agreed for the repayment of the loan 

o Mang Cheong responded 5 years 

o Peter Jackel also indicated that there is flexibility of the 5 years term with CCFS 

 

• Brian Thompson provided some comments about the loan 

o Brian described how CCOC was built over the years and encouraged us not to fear the 

loan and be brave 

 

• Jenny Montana asked if we had thought of selling part of the church building to raise funds 



AGM Report 2020 Page 19 

o Peter Jackel said we had not.  It is hard to see which part can be separated to be sold if 

any.  Instead we are concentrating on what areas of ministries to give birth to or expand 

as this church is so well situated where it is. 

▪ The church is baked in heritage to be here and stay put and feels God is telling 

him the same. 

 

• Glenys Stevens asked if the $150,000 is sufficient to do all the work and if not, what is prioritised 

o Peter Jackel responded with what is possible and that Mick, the builder will have a focus 

on safety first 

▪ Chapel heating and cooling 

▪ Chapel flooring and electricals 

▪ Foyer Entry at the side of the church 

▪ Landscaping on the foyer side of church 

 

• The AGM then had a discussion on whether we need to have a motion to proceed with the loan 

and do the work specified.  A show of hands ballot was taken and the AGM noted their agreement 

to let the Board go-ahead with the loan and building renovations. 

Other Business Arising 

• Brian Thompson asked when we will do the back gardens. Peter Jackel responded we do not have 

the funds to do that now. 

 

• Samatha Jackel informed the AGM that we do not now have a toilet cleaner as the previous 

cleaner was not insured and had to be let go.  Peter Jackel is doing this currently and Samantha 

asked for volunteers.  Glenys Stevens indicated that the Board will look into this. 

Closing Prayer 

• Peter Jackel 

Meeting closed at 1.50pm. 
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Profit & Loss Report 2020 
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Balance Sheet Report 2020 
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Agenda of 127th ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
Date of Meeting: 6 December 2020 | Following Church Service 

 

Order of Proceedings 

1. Open in Prayer 

2. Appointment of Chairperson and Minute Taker 

3. Acceptance of Minutes of 126th AGM 

4. Results of Election of Members to the Executive Board 

5. Review of Reports with opportunity for comments and questions. 

6. Acceptance of Reports 

7. Business Arising from last AGM 

8. General Business 

9. Close in Prayer 

 

 


